
Supplemental Materials 
Activities for children grades Pre-K–5

and the Great Escape



Introduction

About the bookAbout the book  

The tenth book in the New York Times bestselling Rainbow Fish series 
encourages care and respect for the ocean and its creatures.

Rainbow Fish and his friends have only ever heard stories about the nets 
that come through and take away shoals of fish from the ocean. Luckily, 
they’ve never had to experience that danger for themselves. All is peaceful 
until one day, Rainbow Fish and his friends come face to face with the 
trawling net.

Even though getting caught within the net is scary, Rainbow Fish and 
his friends are quick to act. With the help of crabs and lobsters nearby, 
they’re able to cut through the net and help everyone trapped within make 
their great escape.

This thrilling addition is a perfect example of quick problem-solving and 
how to lean on one’s community in difficult situations.

InstructionsInstructions  

This guide helps children dive deeper into Rainbow Fish and the Great Escape 
through fun activities and discussions. Use these coloring pages, comprehension 
questions, and interactive worksheets to explore the environmental themes 
and ocean setting in the book. Perfect for preschool through elementary-aged 
ocean explorers!

Responsible for the content:Responsible for the content:
NorthSouth Books, Inc., 600 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10016,
www.northsouth.com
Author: Tina Rausch, www.tina-rausch.de
Illustrations: Rainbow Fish and the Great Escape by Marcus Pfister  
© 2025 NorthSouth Books Inc. 
Date: October 2025
Design: Pascal Birchler, Svenja Sund

More crafts, coloring pages and information 
about Rainbow Fish and his adventures at  
www.rainbowfish.us

© 2025 NorthSouth Books
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Graphics : www.flaticon.com
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Protecting our oceans

Let’s talk about how we can help protect the ocean!Let’s talk about how we can help protect the ocean! Did you know that trash 
can end up in the ocean where fish live? That’s right. In addition to the 
trawling nets we see in Rainbow Fish and the Great Escape, trash can pose 
another harmful situation for our shimmering friends in the ocean.

Let’s think together:Let’s think together: Where does your trash go when you throw it away? 
What happens if someone drops trash on the ground instead?

Here are some ways we can make less trash:Here are some ways we can make less trash:
• What do you pack your lunch in? Could you use a lunch box instead of bags?
• Do you use water bottles? What if you had one special bottle to refill?
• Can you use reusable bags when you go shopping, instead of plastic?
• Where do you get your clothes? Reusing clothes is a great way to help 
  the planet! Do you have any clothes that were worn by someone else first?
• What happens to your old toys? Could you make something new from 
  them or donate them?

Remember: Small changes can help the ocean in the long run!Remember: Small changes can help the ocean in the long run!

Let’s explore more:Let’s explore more: How can we eat fish and still protect sea creatures?

Have you ever eaten fish sticks? Next time you’re at the store, look at the fish packages 
with a grown-up. Can you find a special blue symbol that shows the fish was caught in a 
way that doesn’t hurt other sea creatures?

Talk about it: Talk about it: What else can your family do to help keep the ocean safe for 
Rainbow Fish and his friends?

© 2025 NorthSouth Books


